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World Outreach Foundation

Dr. J. Paul Schroeppel

Who Do We Serve?

Dr. J. Paul Schroeppel grew up in Hutchinson, Kansas before moving to Lawrence to complete a bachelor’s degree
in human biology and chemistry. He continued to the University of Kansas Medical Center in Kansas City where he
attended medical school, and completed a residency in orthopedic surgery. After completing an orthopedic sports
medicine fellowship in Minneapolis at TRIA Orthopedic Center, working as an assistant team physician for multiple
professional teams including the Minnesota Wild, Minnesota Twins, and Minnesota Timberwolves, he returned home
to Kansas City to join the staff at the University of Kansas Hospital. He now serves as a team physician for both the
Kansas City Royals and Kansas City Chiefs, as well as four area high schools. His surgical interests include arthroscopic
management of injuries to the hip, knee, and shoulder.

The homeless population in Kansas City. Our city has one of the highest homeless
populations in the US per capita (46% of whom are women and 24% children).
There are many reasons why people become homeless, and once they do so, there
are numerous factors that conspire to keep them there. One of those factors is a lack
of healthcare insurance and a lack of access to healthcare services generally, for both
chronic and acute conditions as well as a pressing need for dental services.

Healthcare

Dr. Schroeppel’s medical missions experience began during a trip to San Lucas, Mexico in 2004. He later helped
develop the International Outreach medical student group at University of Kansas Medical Center, aimed at providing
medical services to underserved populations internationally. He has served on multiple medical missions trips to areas
of both Mexico and Guatemala. He continues to passionately support medical endeavors for underserved populations
both locally and abroad.

The World Outreach Foundation Kansas City was founded to help those without access to even the most basic healthcare
services. Since 2004 we have been committed to helping those in developing countries through medical missions, nutrition
programs and the operation of a mobile surgical unit in the Philippines. Since 2013 our passion to help those in need of
medical care has included the provision of health and dental care for the homeless in Kansas City. It is the operation of these
services that Dancing with a Mission supports.

Dr. Grant R. Smith, DDS

The Need

Dr. Grant Smith was born genetically predisposed to be a dentist. His father is a dentist and a pharmacist. His
mother is a dental hygienist with a degree in Physical Education, and the ability to instruct anyone in how to
resuscitate their fellow man. From his father, Dr. Smith decided to try his hand at working in a pharmacy; from his
mother, he learned an aversion to exercise, but from both of them he learned that teeth are where it’s at.

Homelessness creates many healthcare issues and significantly worsens others. Lack of insurance, or inadequate insurance
means that even when patients are able to access clinics and receive prescriptions, they do not have the means to fulfill those
scripts and as a result, go untreated. In many cases there is an ongoing need for medication, consultation and treatment (for
example treatment of hypertension and diabetes) where failure to receive such treatment can have serious or fatal outcomes.
The same is true of dental care – there is an extreme shortage in dental services with regard to the homeless and again, poor
oral hygiene is correlated with many other serious health conditions.

Dr. Grant went to dental school at University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC). When he was done with that, he
did a residency in the special patient care clinic. There he worked with transplant patients, oncology patients,
and others who needed more care than the rank and file at UMKC could provide, or they needed things done
quickly to prepare for surgery. Dr. Grant says he learned more in this residency than he has perhaps ever learned
in his whole life.
Dr. Grant is married to Melissa, and they have two children. Following in the family footsteps, Dr. Grant bought the
practice from his father, built their new swanky office, and the rest is, well, we’ll just have to see.

Laura Allen
Laura Allen was born and raised in Kansas City, attended Notre Dame de Sion grade school, Southwest High School,
Drury University and Research Hospital School of Nursing. Her passions were Psychiatric nursing and ballet.
She studied piano at the Conservatory of Music in Kansas City but her heart was at the dance studio. At the age of
7 she struck a deal with her Mom that she could take one dance lesson for every 2 piano lessons. It seemed like a
good deal at the time.
After 10 years of Psyche nursing and 3 kids later, she took her “people skills” to the business world and started
a video production company. Semi-retired after 33 years, she continues to work in meeting planning and event
management.
She has been a ballroom dancer for 30 yrs. During her competitive years, she won the USBC Latin Division
Championship. Currently she choreographs and teaches dance to adults at a local dance studio…just for fun!

2017 Emcee

Mark Meisenheimer
Mark is a former award-winning television journalist who worked as a sportscaster in Wisconsin, Nebraska
and Iowa. He switched gears in his move to Kansas City, and for the past eight years has pursued a career in
healthcare sales related to senior living. He currently works as the Area Sales Manager for Brookdale Senior
Living in Kansas City.

Clinic Services

Opening in September 2013, the
homeless medical clinic has been
in operation at the location of our
partner, Hope Faith Ministries at 705
Virginia Avenue, Kansas City, MO.
Serving over 3000 patients since launch,
the clinic offers consultation, physicals,
treatment (including prescription
services) and referral services for both
medical and dental care patients all
provided free of charge to patients.
Dental services also include provision
of dentures where necessary. In 2017
we will be expanding our services with
new clinics for dental and medical in
partnership with Artists Helping the Homeless, equipped and funded by the proceeds of last year’s Dancing with a Mission.

Testimonial

“World Outreach Foundation is a critical partner in providing urgent medical care to our
homeless clients and community members. Their caring staff and volunteers have provided
life-saving healthcare for hundreds of men, women, and children who have no options. Having
World Outreach Foundation on site is vital in addressing the needs of our guests and the
healthcare gaps for the vulnerable in our community.”

Thanks for all that you do!
Alfredo Palacol Hope Faith Ministries

